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From the Desk of Paul W. Hosch
Dear Friend,
Since I’ve worked for Verbum Dei, I have known several individuals who have served our students in many
ways. Few have shown the commitment and generosity of Frank Luntz. He has co-moderated the Emerging
Leaders Club, participated in development strategy meetings, referenced Verbum Dei and its mission on
several national media platforms as well as his frequent global streaming topical discussions. Moreover,
Frank conducted a fundraiser during his highly attended streaming discussion on Election Day, November 3,
2020, where he raised over $100K for the Resilience Fund for Scholarships for Verbum Dei students. Most
recently, Frank agreed to join the Verbum Dei Board of Directors.
I had a chance to interview Frank over the phone and asked him a few questions:
Paul: What comes to mind when you think of Verbum Dei?
Frank: “Hope” and I say that as someone who is somewhat
pessimistic and always looking for a reason to be optimistic.
Verb students put a smile on my face.
We are unable to meetup because of the pandemic—I miss our
lively in-person student discussions. My hope is that the lessons
they learned will be strong enough that they will not disappear
over time/distance but take hold.
Paul: Why should people care about Verbum Dei?

Frank Luntz and students enjoying a Rams game

Frank: It’s everyone’s responsibility to care. It doesn’t matter your background, religion, politics, etc. We
have responsibility that goes beyond our own families, friends, and community. We have to participate in the
village that needs us. I’ve been known to be center right all of my life and if I believe in what I say, I need to
be there for these students and that community.
They absorb everything I am teaching them…
they may not agree, and they let me know,
but they process it. My goal is to teach them
to think critically—question everything, even
me. And, I’ve found if you give them attention
and time, they will respond. If you show them
over, please…
Frank and the Emerging Leaders meet with Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong
at the Los Angeles Times
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commitment, they will react and grow. I’ve seen it with my own eyes. I want them to know I will fight for
them and will always support them.
Paul: What do you say to people who haven’t heard of Verbum Dei?
Frank: It’s magic—Verb takes young boys, from the most challenging backgrounds, and give them the skills
necessary to succeed through life.
I have learned more by being around them than they have learned from me. You can’t tell people to pick
themselves up by their own bootstraps when they don’t own boots. Every adult should get to know Verbum
Dei—they’d see Verbum Dei as a flawless diamond and its students as diamonds in the rough.
Paul: What’s your wish for Verbum Dei students?
Frank: I wish them the continued joy of learning; the pleasure of happiness; and a long life of service and
satisfaction. I wish they never lose the spirit that Verbum Dei ignites in them. Many have had difficult lives.
I know this because I’ve spent time with them. But thanks to Verbum Dei, and its supporters, they get a new
start and placed on a path open to success. I look forward to them calling me by my first name one day,
instead of Dr. Luntz, after they graduate college.
Further, I reached out to Jesus Estrada, Verbum Dei class
of 2020, who now attends Loyola Marymount University,
to get his thoughts on what Frank has meant to him.
Claiming I am a self-made man is preposterous, to say the
least, as I have had people support, encourage, and inspire
me. The most pivotal moment in my life was when I met
Frank Luntz, my educator. Thanks to him I have expanded
my networking and professional skills and have been set
on a path to success. He truly pushes and inspires me to
go beyond the ordinary, beyond the extraordinary. I only
hope to one day pay it forward and positively impact the
lives of others.

Frank Luntz with Jesus Estrada and his family

People always talk about how amazing Verbum Dei is—how it gives young men the opportunity to succeed
in life through a college prep and career prep curriculum. How Verbum Dei helps to develop “Men for
Others” through hours of community service and campus ministry. How students’ families pay on average
only $1,000 annually when the actual cost of education is over $18,000. Well, we are only able to do this
because of you—because you care enough to get involved with our mission by donating, volunteering, and
hiring our students. So, thank you for making Verbum Dei a “Diamond in the Rough.” And, thanks to Frank
for joining our ranks as a supporter and now being one of our community leaders.
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