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Beaming with Pride – Commitment Day 2019
Dear friend of the Verb,
On May 3rd, Verbum Dei held its annual Commitment Day,
where our community waited in anticipation as each senior
announced which college they will attend in the fall. Family
members, donors, Verb underclassmen, and alumni were all
present to witness the class of 2019’s creative declarations. For
example, we watched Alex Hawkins, who opened up his buttondown shirt to reveal a Morehouse College sweatshirt. Christian
Aguilar took a different approach, switching his Verbum Dei cap
to one from UC Irvine. Another creative senior, Jamie Partida, decorated a t-shirt with the logos of all 14
schools he was accepted to. He pointed to each logo one-by-one, but ultimately held up a UCLA pennant,
proudly sharing that he will be going to his “dream school.”
For the 12th consecutive year, 100% of the graduating class was accepted into college. We’ve boasted
this accomplishment before, because it truly is an accomplishment. Currently only 2.9% of Watts
residents have a four-year degree (maps.latimes.com). Verbum Dei gentlemen are setting a precedent
in their communities, and leaving behind a legacy for
their neighbors, their peers, and their younger siblings to
follow. As proud as we are of our students, Verbum Dei
parents are the class
of 2019’s ultimate
cheerleaders.
Alex Gutierrez’s
family, pictured
right, showed up to
Commitment Day
in full force. Each
family member wore
Loyola Marymount
University gear in
support of Alex’s future alma mater. “We are so proud of all he has
accomplished in such a short time. He is such a great example for
my other children,” shared Alex’s father, Roberto. “We love him so
much.”
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After smothering her son in kisses, Danny Medina‘s
mother Barbara told us,“Danny is my only son- he is
my sunshine, and why I wake up every day. We have
overcome so many obstacles together, and Danny has
always been strong and there for me. At first he didn’t
want to go away to college because he didn’t want to
leave me. But I told him I wanted him to fly. Now he is
spreading his wings and going to college. I thank God
for Verbum Dei.” Danny will be headed up north this
fall to attend Menlo College.
As we delight in the success of our students, and share the joy of their parents, we hope that you too feel
pride. Verbum Dei is only able to exist because of your support. Please know that you have played an
important part in the class of 2019’s success. From our board of directors, staff and faculty, parents
and students, we THANK YOU for believing in our gentlemen.

Congratulations class of 2019…now it’s time to celebrate!
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