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An Interview with Verb Alum Bryan Moreira, Class of 2014
Dear friend of the Verb,
It is our honor to introduce you to Verb alumnus, Bryan Moreira. Bryan’s
faith and resiliency allowed him to thrive as a Verbum Dei student, where
he overcame the challenges faced by the South Central community,
and the tragic loss of his mother during his junior year. Bryan has since
moved on to earn his undergraduate degree from Saint John’s University
in Minnesota, where 100% of his tuition and expenses were covered
by the CEDAR Foundation. There Bryan double-majored in Theology
and Psychology, and minored in Music. Not only is Bryan the first in
his family to go to college, he will also be the first to receive a graduate
degree. Bryan was accepted for a Master of Divinity from both Boston
College and Santa Clara University’s Jesuit School of Theology, but
decided to defer for a year of service. Now, Bryan is a member of the
Jesuit Volunteer Corp (JVC), where he works in Academic Support and
Campus Ministry at Cristo Rey San Jose Jesuit High School.
Bryan - how has your time at Verbum Dei High School
impacted your life?
“I believe wholeheartedly that I would not be who
I am without my Verbum Dei experience. There, I
was molded to be a man with and for others, and that
especially rings true as I work towards a life and career
rooted in ministry and social justice. It also influenced my
choice in my JVC placement at a Cristo Rey High School,
where I wanted to work so that I could be a part of the
beautiful transformation that occurs for students with this
type of education. My ministry this year is all the more
meaningful, because I myself walked the journey my
students are currently navigating. It is such a blessing to
know first-hand the experience of those that I am serving.
It was, after all, my experience not too long ago.”
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Why did you choose to join the Jesuit Volunteer Corps?
“I chose to do JVC for a multitude of reasons, but the
biggest one was that I wanted service to be at the center
of what I did during my gap year after graduation. As a
Verb student, I got to know each of the Jesuit Volunteers
that were placed at Verbum Dei during my four years
there, and often found myself thinking- ‘I could do
something like that.’ I particularly wanted to get back
to Ignatian Spirituality and Social Justice after college,
so choosing the Jesuit Volunteer Corps made the most
sense.”
Did Verbum Dei play a role in your pursuit of a graduate
education?
“Verb gave me the building blocks to my faith and spirituality, and at the center of that, for me, is
Ignatian Spirituality. That is why I decided to apply solely to Jesuit schools for my Master’s degree, in
either Divinity or Theological Studies. I wanted my formation during my graduate work to be rooted
again in the Jesuit tradition. I had missed that during my undergraduate experience, and knew that the
schools I applied to would offer me the spiritual environment I was seeking, in addition to rigorous
academics. As the acceptance letters came in during my last semester in college, I knew without a doubt
all my hard work was paying off!”
What’s next for Bryan Moreira?
“After my year of service concludes at the end of July 2019, I will be
starting my Master of Divinity at either Boston College’s School of
Theology and Ministry or Santa Clara University’s Jesuit School of
Theology. I am not sure just yet what I will pursue after my Master’s
education, but I do have some ideas. I have aspirations of obtaining a
PhD in Theological Studies one day. However, directly after graduate
school, I would be very interested in Hospital Chaplaincy or even
returning to work at a Cristo Rey school.”
The Verbum Dei community is unbelievably proud of Bryan and
all that he has accomplished, including his spiritual fulfillment and
great academic success. He is a shining example of what it means to
be “A Man With and For Others” and we look forward to watching
him go out and set the world on fire!
As a Verbum Dei donor, please know that Bryan’s transformative Verbum Dei education would not have
been possible without your generous support. So, we thank you for believing in our mission to change the
world, one student at a time!
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