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One Eagle’s Return to the Nest
Dear friend of the Verb,
We are a family here at Verbum Dei, and our campus is our home away from
home. Some of our staff never want to leave home, which explains why we
have so many staff members who have been here for over 15 years. Just as
our staff find it hard to leave the nest, our students find it hard to stay away.
We love having so many of our alumni working on our campus, with roles
ranging from an SAT Prep Teacher to a Basketball Coach. This is the story
of one of those alums: our Director of Admissions, Pablo Zapotecas.
Pablo’s family emigrated from Mexico when he was just nine years old. Pablo
struggled academically after arriving in the states and was below grade level when he entered Verbum
Dei in 2005. With a largely Latino student body, Verbum Dei teachers understood what Pablo was going
through. “I never felt judged,” Pablo said, “but just because I didn’t learn English until later in life,
doesn’t mean they took it easy on me. They still expected me to be at grade level and were willing to offer
constant support to help me get there.”
While Pablo adjusted to Verbum Dei’s rigorous academics, he struggled
to adjust to his new uniform: slacks, dress shoes, a button down, and tie.
“I had never seen anyone in my family wear a tie before, and
I never imagined I would be wearing one. I would joke around that
I didn’t belong in professional clothes. The teachers didn’t find my jokes
very funny. They would always say, ‘The color of your skin does not
determine your success.’”
Pablo’s attitude toward himself and his future took a turn while he
was employed with Archer Norris through the Corporate Work Study
Program. “I remember getting ready for work one day and wanting
to make sure my clothes were pressed, my tie was straight, and that I
looked clean and professional. I thought to myself, I’m not going to
see any girls today, so why do I care what I look like? That’s when I
realized I wasn’t doing it for girls- I was doing it for myself. Working
at a law firm really opened my eyes to see all that is possible. That day
at Archer Norris, looking over downtown Los Angeles from the 36th
floor, I finally believed that I really could do anything.”
(over, please)
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By senior year Pablo was confident and excelling at work and in class. He had decided to pursue a career
in teaching thanks to his experience at Verb. “I had really wonderful teachers at Verb that positively
affected my life, and I wanted to be able to pass that on. I ended up following a different career path, but
its still the reason that I’m back here at Verb. I want as many kids as possible to get the Verb experience.
Even if I have an impact on just one kid, I know it will have a domino effect. It happened to me.”
After graduating from Saint John’s
University in Minnesota, Pablo returned
to Archer Norris while settling back
home in California. He was introduced
to admissions at his next job working for
the University of LaVerne. “The passion
was missing for me at LaVerne,” Pablo
said. Thus, in 2017, Pablo returned to his
beloved Verbum Dei as Assistant Director
of Admissions. Two years later, Pablo
was promoted to Director of Admissions,
where he is responsible for promoting
Verbum Dei and recruiting students. “It’s
easy because I am Verb. I love Verb. I
wouldn’t be able to do this job if I didn’t
feel such a passion for the school.”
Now that he’s back at Verb, Pablo hopes to return the love and kindness he received as a student. “Some
things have changed, but all and all, it still feels like the same Verb. It still feels like home.”

Thank you for helping us build a home away from home for our students. Where young men
like Pablo can feel safe, supported, loved, and encouraged. Verbum Dei men believe they can
change the world…and they will!
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